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To submit an item for Neighbors, 
email neighbors@juneauempire.com 
or call (907) 523-2263. 


Pioneer's hoax put Alaska 
glaciers in nation's imagination 

Prankster namesake of Willoughby Avenue gained wide attention for scientific farce 

By ALEX MCCARTHY 

JUNEAU EMPIRE 


R ichard "Dick" Wil¬ 
loughby was the kind 
of person to gaze into a 
raincloud and see the sun. 

One of the most colorful 
characters in Juneau's early 
days, Willoughby liked to tell 
tall tales and was especially 
fond of entertaining visitors. 


His obituary in the Yukon Sun 
from May 18, 1902, described 
one way he interacted with 
tourists. 

"When they complained of 
the rain in Juneau he would 
stand in the worst downpours 
and declare, as he looked up 
to the clouds, that it was the 
driest place on earth, and he 
never knew it to rain there 
in thirty years," the obituary 


read. 

Willoughby, the namesake 
of Willoughby Avenue, didn't 
limit his unnatural observa¬ 
tions to quick jokes on the 
street. In the late 1880s, Wil¬ 
loughby pulled off his grand¬ 
est of pranks: the tale of the 
"Silent City." 

The mirage 

Willoughby was already a 


middle-aged man by the time 
he arrived in Juneau in 1880. 
Born in the early 1830s in 
Missouri, Willoughby ended 
up in Alaska in search of gold. 

Thomas Arthur Rickard's 
1909 book "Through the Yu¬ 
kon and Alaska" says Wil¬ 
loughby arrived in Juneau 
(which was called Harrisburg 
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In this undated photograph, Richard 
“Dick” Willoughby poses for a 
portrait. 


Ten challenges 
Southeast 
Alaskans face 
on a sunny day 



PEGGY MCKEE 
BARNHILL 


Gimme o smile 

A sunny summer day 
in Southeast Alaska pos¬ 
es many challenges. To 
name a few: 

We don't know what 
to wear. When I went 
to the grocery store last 
night without a jacket, I 
felt naked. What if I need 
the hat I have tucked into 
my jacket pocket? Where 
am I supposed to put my 
phone if I'm not wearing 
a vest? Won't my legs get 
sunburned if I let them 
get exposed to the air? 

We don't have any 
summer clothes any¬ 
ways. I have dozens of 
sweaters and coats for 
all occasions, but I have 
maybe one summer 


dress, and no shoes to 
wear with it. It's hardly 
worth buying a pair of 
sandals for the five days 
in the summer that are 
both warm enough and 
dry enough to wear 
them. If you see Juneau 
women wearing fashions 
from 10 years ago when 
it comes to sandals, don't 
judge. They're just happy 
to finally have a chance 
to wear them at all. 

We can't stand the 
way other people dress. 
"You make me hot just 
looking at you." Have 
you ever said that? It's 
completely ridiculous — 
someone else's coat can't 
possibly make you hot. 
But we can't help say¬ 
ing it. These comments 
are most often directed 
towards one's own child. 
Kids are supposed to lis¬ 
ten to their parents and 
do what they say, right? 
Why can't they obey 
when it comes to wear¬ 
ing hoodies in the sum¬ 
mer or gym shorts when 
it's 20 degrees out in the 
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Jeneesh Chacko 


By KERRY HOWARD 

FOR THE JUNEAU EMPIRE 


Admittedly, Juneau 
doesn't have many 
80-degree days. But 
when Jeneesh Chacko, 
a visitor from India, ar¬ 
rived on one of them, 
he knew how to dress 
for the weather. Jen¬ 
eesh looks both styl¬ 
ish and cool in a white 
polo shirt from Ralph 
Lauren, white cotton 
shorts, and blue suede 
loafers. And, of course, 
sunglasses are a must! 

• Juneau Style is a weekly 
fashion segment capturing how 
Juneauites dress, whether on the 
streets downtown, on the fishing 
docks or on the trails. We believe 
the Juneau look — XtraTufs, 
Carhartts, rain gear, all of it! — is 
something to be celebrated. 


JUNEAU STUDENTS VISIT LONDON 



COURTESY PHOTO 

Young travelers from Juneau and Fairbanks, accompanied by leaders Tristan Berkey, Leslie Scranton and Shane Wiegand, pose in front 
of the Churchill War Rooms in London on June 14. They were treated to a catered dinner and private showing of the rooms, as well 
as an interactive experience as part of their recent visit to England. Their tour also included highlights of Ireland, Wales and Paris. Next 
year’s educational ambassadors will be going to Portugal, Spain and Monaco. For more information or to sign up your middle schooler, 
contact efjuneautravel@gmail.com. 


The Empire welcomes submissions from 
readers. Submissions should not exceed 400 
words and must include the writer’s name, 
hometown and phone number. The Empire will 
edit them for length, clarity, grammar and libelous 
content. 

The deadline for Sunday’s Neighbors is 5 p.m. 


NEIGHBORS’ POLICY 

on Wednesday. 

Letters, recognitions and public service 
announcements may be emailed to neighbors® 
juneauempire.com. Any letters longer than 
400 words will be subject to online publication 
only. Wedding, engagement and anniversary 
announcements may be submitted online at www. 


juneauempire.com. 

If you wish to submit a photograph, e-mail 
it as a .jpg at 200 DPI (dots per inch), and be 
sure to include who is in the photo, when it was 
taken, where it was taken and any other pertinent 
information. 


living^t 

GROWING 

Judgment 
or grace? 

By DAN WIESE 


Why are some people "put off" 
by church? Could it be that they 
were victims of "judging one an¬ 
other?" 

This has been on my mind late¬ 
ly. It is true that Christians need to 
discern what is right and wrong, 
what is good and evil, but discern¬ 
ment often turns into judgment 
and condemnation. For example, 
it is a Christian's responsibility 
to discern that lying and cheat¬ 
ing is wrong, but when someone 
is judged and condemned and 
driven away because they cheated 
or lied, that is not of Jesus. Jesus 
confronted sin in people's lives, but 
his purpose was not driving people 
away but to draw them to himself, 
instructing them, "Go and sin no 
more." 

I love the stated mission of Je¬ 
sus in John 3:16-17 in which Jesus 
himself says, "For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eter¬ 
nal life. For God did not send his 

SEE LIVING | Page A8 
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This so-called “Silent City” appeared above the Muir Glacier in late June every year, Juneau pioneer Richard “Dick” Willoughby claimed. This 
photograph was circulated far and wide as people sought to get a look at the mirage. 
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Continued from Page A5 

at the time) 
just after Tlin- 
git Chief Cowee 
guided Richard Har¬ 
ris and Joe Juneau to 
gold in 1880. 

The smooth-talking 
Willoughby quickly 
earned friends and ad¬ 
mirers in town, earning 
the nickname "Uncle 
Dick." Rickard described 
Willoughby as a lovable 
type with "a long white 
beard and a resonant 
voice." Some eventually 
referred to Willoughby 
as "the Professor." 

An article in the June 
1897 issue of "Popular 
Science" details the way 
Willoughby tricked his 
way into Alaska's history. 
The article, written by 
David Starr Jordan, states 
that Willoughby came to 
friends in Juneau in mid¬ 
summer 1888 with a sto¬ 
ry so unbelievable that it 
had to be true. 

He had been to the 
Muir Glacier at Glacier 
Bay on the longest day of 
the year, June 21, and he 
had seen a mirage. The 
hazy image of an entire 
city was floating above 
the glacier, Willoughby 
claimed, complete with 
brick and stone houses, 
elm trees, a tower with 
scaffolding around it and 
even a river in the back¬ 
ground. 

The bearded trick¬ 
ster referred to this as 
the "Silent City," and be¬ 
lieved it to be from some 
far-off place. 

Willoughby had seen 
the mirage of the city be¬ 
fore, he said, always in 
late June, but this time 
he was fortunate enough 
to get a photograph. He 
produced the negative 
of the photograph, and 
people rushed to make 
copies of the picture. 

Willoughby refused to 
reveal much about his 
photography process, 
saying that he had to use 
a very long exposure and 
that he developed the 
negative using a "secret 
process" that somehow 
involved sunlight. 

Even those who were 
skeptical of Willoughby's 
story knew this could be 
an opportunity to get 
visitors from down south 
to visit Southeast. 

"An association of lo¬ 
cal men was formed at 
Juneau for the purpose of 
exploiting the discovery 
and of selling the prints 
struck of Willoughby's 
wonderful negative," 
Rickard wrote. 

The small copies of 
the photograph were 
sold for 75 cents each, 
Jordan wrote, and were 
distributed far and wide. 
Jordan himself bought 
one in Sitka in 1896, he 
wrote. 

On the back of the 
photos, a long passage 
described Willoughby as 
an innovative explorer, 
giving him credit of be¬ 
ing the first American to 
find gold in Alaska's icy 
peaks and "tearing from 
the glacier's chilly bo¬ 
som the 'mirages' of cit¬ 
ies from distant climes." 

The farce of the Silent 
City had only just begun, 
as a bizarre expedition 
the next summer only 
furthered the legend of 
the mirage. 

The expedition 

Minor W. Bruce was 
the Alaska correspon¬ 
dent for the Omaha Bee, 
or so the paper referred 
to him in its pages. In a 
time when many jour¬ 
nalists were well versed 
in exaggeration, Bruce 
was borderline dishon¬ 
est in his reporting. 

"He was an enterpris¬ 
ing journalist of the irre¬ 
sponsible kind and made 
an excellent second to 
Willoughby," Rickard 
wrote. 

The two were co-con¬ 
spirators of sorts, and ac¬ 
cording to Willoughby's 
obituary, it was Bruce 
who gave Willoughby the 


nickname of "Professor." 
As buzz spread of Wil¬ 
loughby's Silent City and 
the summer solstice of 
1889 was approaching, 
the two of them hatched 
a plan. 

They, along with a few 
others, went on an ex¬ 
pedition to Muir Glacier 
in order to get another 
photo of the floating city 
and have other witnesses 
confirm the site. They set 
sail for the glacier, going 
around the south end of 
Douglas Island, up the 
Chatham Strait and up to 
Glacier Bay. 

Nobody in Juneau 
heard of them for a few 
weeks, Rickard wrote, 
until people aboard 
a steamer called the 
George W. Elder came 
into port with an update. 

A man from Willough¬ 
by's expedition had 
come aboard in Glacier 
Bay, they said, telling a 
harrowing tale of Bruce's 
disappearance and pos¬ 
sible death. Bruce had 
walked into the fog that 
hung above the glacier, 
the man said, and when 
members of the expedi¬ 
tion went out a while lat¬ 
er to find Bruce, all they 
found was his camera. 

Near the camera, the 
man said, was a large 
crevasse. They feared the 
worst, and the man asked 
the crew of the George 
W. Elder for ropes to help 
search for Bruce. They 
gave him some, and the 
man headed back out to 
the treacherous glacier. 
This is all according to 
Rickard's account. 

Almost a month later, 
Willoughby and his com¬ 
panions arrived back in 
Juneau, with good news. 
Bruce had been found, 
or as the New York Times 
headline read, "Cor¬ 
respondent Bruce Not 
Dead." According to the 
brief Times report, Bruce 
had been lost on the gla¬ 
cier for three days be¬ 
fore Natives found him 
and returned him to his 
party. 

During the trip, Bruce 
claimed, he had caught 
a glimpse of the Silent 
City. Of course, he had 
left his camera back by 
the crevasse, so there 
was no photographic 
proof. This apparent 


brush with death stoked 
excitement even more 
about the floating mi¬ 
rage, and sales of the 
photo spiked. 

The source of the farce 

It all began on Van¬ 
couver Island in 1887, 
Rickard wrote, when Wil¬ 
loughby happened upon 
a young tourist from 
Bristol, England on the 
docks there. The tour¬ 
ist was selling a box of 
photographic negatives 
for $10, and Willoughby 
purchased them. 

Among the negatives 
was an over-exposed pic¬ 
ture of Bristol, Rickard 
wrote. From here, Wil¬ 
loughby's imagination 
took off. Before he knew 
it, the hoax had spread 
all around the country, 
with newspapers picking 
it up and publicizing the 
miraculous mirage. 

Most people didn't 
notice — either by ig¬ 
norance or because they 
wanted to believe — that 
the elm trees present 
in Willoughby's photo¬ 
graph were bare, without 
leaves in the middle of 
the summer. 

"A more transparent 
fraud could hardly be 
devised," Jordan wrote, 
"but its very imbecility 
assures its success." 

Stanford University 
Professor William H. 
Hudson, who had lived 
in Bristol for a time, is 
credited with figuring 
out the farce. Hudson 
saw the picture and im¬ 
mediately recognized it, 
Jordan wrote in "Popu¬ 
lar Science," and said the 
photo must have been 
about 20 years old. The 
building that had the 
scaffolding around it, he 
said, had long been re¬ 
paired. 

Is it possible? 

Multiple glacier re¬ 
searchers spoke to the 
Empire about the Silent 
City and if there was 
even a possibility that 
this kind of mirage could 
occur. 

Steve Warren, an 
emeritus professor at 
the University of Wash¬ 
ington Department of 
Atmospheric Sciences, 
said mirages occur when 
there are large differenc¬ 


es in temperature near 
the surface of a body of 
water or land. 

Warren said he had 
never heard of Willough¬ 
by's Silent City, and said 
seeing mirages on Alaska 
glaciers is generally un¬ 
common. 

"I cannot recall ever 
seeing a mirage on an 
Alaskan glacier," Warren 
said via email. "This may 
be because of the nearby 
topography; mirages are 
usually seen only in the 
direction of a distant ho¬ 
rizon. Also, mirages are 
more common in winter, 
so my summers on the 
Juneau Icefield were not 
a good time to look for 
mirages." 

University of Alaska 
Fairbanks physics pro¬ 
fessor Martin Truffer said 
he's seen mirages on gla¬ 
ciers before, but nothing 
quite as dramatic as a 
discernible shape. Seth 
Campbell, the director of 
academics and research 
for the Juneau Icefield 
Research Program, said 
the conditions are much 
more ideal in Antarctica 
for mirages. 

"This could certainly 
cause a mirage, and 'mis¬ 
interpreted features' per¬ 
haps," Campbell wrote 
in an email, "though a 
mirage of an entire city, 
quite unlikely." 

Still beloved 

It's not clear whether 
Willoughby ever admit¬ 
ted to the hoax. 

Willoughby certainly 
didn't stop messing with 
strangers after he was 
found out. He went down 
to Seattle in 1895, ac¬ 
cording to his obituary, 
and was hardly off the 
boat before he started 
spinning another yarn. 
After living in Alaska all 
those years, he claimed, 
he had never seen a rail¬ 


road train. Reporters ran 
with that one, the obitu¬ 
ary reads. 

He later told a woman 
that his isolation in Alas¬ 
ka was so complete that 
he never even heard of 
the Civil War until it was 
over. 

Willoughby died in 
May 1902 in Seattle, ac¬ 
cording to his obituary. 
Word of his exploits and 
his tricks continued to 
circulate, especially in 
Juneau, where "Uncle 
Dick" was beloved. 

In 1913, a boardwalk 
was built on pilings over 
the high tide line to con¬ 
nect the Indian Village 
to downtown Juneau, ac¬ 
cording to the City and 
Borough of Juneau's Wil¬ 
loughby District Plan. 
The boardwalk eventu¬ 
ally became a road, and 


it came to be known as 
Willoughby Avenue. 

Today, the area sur¬ 
rounding the street has 
been dubbed the Wil¬ 
loughby District, which 
houses many of Juneau's 
cultural hubs. The Father 
Andrew P. Kashevaroff 
State Library, Archives 
and Museum, as well as 
the Andrew Hope Build¬ 
ing, Juneau Arts and 
Culture Center and Cen¬ 
tennial Hall all reside in 
the Willoughby District. 

Stories from the "Pro¬ 
fessor" still live on, in 
the pages of history and 
even the occasional 
newspaper article. 

• Contact reporter Alex McCarthy 
at 523-2271 or amccarthy@ 
juneauempire.com. Follow him on 
Twitter at @akmccarthy. 


TODAY’S # 



Contest Rules: 

juneauempire.com/bingo 


BAL 


PARENTS OF 
ADDICTED 
LOVED ONES 


YOU ARE NOT ALONE 


DO YOU HAVE AN ADULT CHILD BATTLING ADDICTION? 


PAL is a support group of parents helping parents. 

We meet every week to offer addiction education and 
support at no charge. 

Trained volunteer facilitators lead you through a curriculum 
developed by a licensed treatment and recovery counselor. 

Get help learning how to balance loving vs. enabling. 

Be encouraged, not judged, by other parents in your group. 


6:30 p.m. Mondays 

Juneau Christian Center 
8001 Glacier Highway 

(across from Fred Meyer 
in the modular building) 

QUESTIONS? CALL 907-321-1231 
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